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OPINION 856

PRAERADIOLITES DOUVILLE, 1902 (BIVALVIA): VALIDATED
UNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERS

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers the following generic names are

hereby suppressed for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of

the Law of Homonymy:
(a) Birostrites Lamarck, 1819;

(b) Jodamia Defrance, 1 822

;

(c) Dipilidia Matheron, 1842.

(2) The generic name Praeradiolites Douville, 1902 (gender: masculine),

type-species, by original designation, Radiolites fleuriausi d'Orbigny, 1842, is

hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology with the Name
Number 1796.

(3) The specific namefleuriausi d'Orbigny, 1842, as published in the binomen
Radiolites fleuriausi (type-species of Praeradiolites Douville, 1902) is hereby

placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber
2245.

(4) The following generic names, as suppressed under the plenary powers in

(1) above, are hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic

Names in Zoology with the NameNumbers specified:

(a) Birostrites Lamarck, 1819 (Name No. 1919);

(b) Jodamia Defrance, 1822 (Name No. 1920);

(c) Dipilidia Matheron, 1842 (Name No. 1921).

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1729)

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Dr. J. D.

Taylor in October 1965. Dr. Taylor's application was sent to the printer on

22 November 1965 and was published on 31 January 1966 in Bull. zool. Nomencl.

22 : 357-358. Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in the

present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the other

prescribed serial publications (Constitution Art. 12b; Bull. zool. Nomencl.

21 : 184) and to four specialist serials. The proposals were supported by

Dr. Alan H. Coogan.

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION
On 2 January 1968 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote

under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (67)57 either for or against the

proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 22 : 358. At the close of the prescribed

voting period on 2 April 1968, the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative votes —twenty (20), received in the following order: Mayr,

China, Holthuis, Boschma, Vokes, do Amaral, Binder, Bonnet, Obruchev,

Jaczewski, Lemche, Munroe, Uchida, Tortonese, Brinck, Ride, Mertens,

Alvarado, Kraus, Forest.

Negative votes —two (2) : Simpson, Sabrosky.

Voting Paper not returned —one (1): Evans.
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The following comments were made by Commissioners in returning their

votes

:

Prof. E. Mayr (8.i.68): " The name is also protected by Art. 23b."

Dr. L. B. Holtliuis (lIi-68): "It would have been better if Dr. Taylor

could have given some idea about the frequency with which the various generic

names have been used in the literature, and of the amount of confusion that a

strict application of the Principle of Priority would cause here."

Prof. G. G. Simpson (19.ii.68): "(1) Proposal oi Praeradiolites seems to

have been a gross error in failing to note that the genus already had three long

prior names. (2) It is part of the argument that the three prior generic names
were based on imperfect specimens, yet it is also essential to the argument that

those specimens are exactly identifiable. (3) The only evidence presented for
' universally accepted ' use of Praeradiolites is that it was used once in 1909

after proposal in 1902. (4) This genus is in fact so rarely named that no hard-

ship or confusion would result from appHcation of the Code. (5) The argu-

ment depends in part on designation of a type that has not been published and
therefore does not exist for purposes of the Code."

Dr. C. W. Sabrosky (19.ii.68): " I find no indication in the application that

the name Praeradiolites is so important or significant that the Law of Priority

should be suspended."

Original References

The following are the original references for names placed on Official Lists

and Index by the Ruling given in the present Opinion:

Birostrites Lamarck, 1819, Hist. nat. Anim. sans Vertebr. 6 : 236

Dipilidia Matheron, 1842, Cat. meth.foss. Bouches du Rhone : 111

fleuriausi, Radiolites, d'Orbigny, 1842, Ann. Sci. nat., Paris (Zool.) (2) 17 : 181

Jodamia Defrance, 1822, Diet. Sci. nat. 24 : 230

Praeradiolites Douville, 1902, Bull. geol. Soc. Fr. (4) 2 : 469.
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Wecertify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (67)57 were cast as set out

above, that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted

under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision of

the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 856.
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